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with the Moderate Republicans. Whether the Right
will definitely abandon all hostility to the form of
government or not depends very much on the action of
the Republicans themselves. That every true Repub-
lican in France ought to wish to make the acceptance
of the Republic as universal as possible would hardly
seem to admit of a doubt, but to the Radicals such a
prospect is by no means wholly agreeable. The chief
weakness in the position of the Reactionaries has lain
in the fact that they have stood for revolution, which
France has learned to abhor;l and if they were to
abandon all idea of changing the form of government,
their strength would no doubt increase. Moreover, on
the practical questions of the day, those Republicans
who are by nature conservative are really closer to
the Right than to the Radicals;2 and although the
men of conservative views have hitherto been unable
to unite, because some of them were Republicans and
some were not, and hence have failed to exert their
full influence in politics, yet it is probable that to-
gether they form a decided majority of the people.3
If, therefore, the Right, as a whole, were to accept the
Republic without reserve, thereby freeing the Mod-
erates from their dependence on the Radicals, the con-
servative elements in France would be likely to draw
together and get control of the state.4 Now, much as
the Radicals are attached to the Republic, they have

1 See an article on "Provincial France," Quart. Rev., Oct., 1890.
fl Cf. Le Figaro, Feb. 9, 1893.
* Channes, p. 335.

4 Comte de Chaudordy, La France en 1889, p. 73; (r. Monod, "French
Affairs," Contemp. Rev.9 vol. 58, p. 19.